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Few philosophers have had a more profound influence on the
course of modern philosophy than Bertrand Russell. Perhaps
no technical philosopher has been more widely read, discussed
and misunderstood. This volume is an attempt to present
within one cover his more definitive essays from 1903, when
he wrote his celebrated essay, 'A Free Man's Worship5, to
1959, when he wrote the frequently cited 'The Expanding
Mental Universe*.
The essays were chosen for their contribution to thinking at
the time they were written. As Russell himself says CI am in no
degree ashamed of having changed by opinions. What physicist
who was active in 1900 would dream of boasting that his
opinions had not changed ?*
The anthology therefore demonstrates not only the growth
and development of the author's own mind, but also that of
public knowledge and opinion in the last sixty years.
The aim of the editors has been to present a wide portrait of
the views of one of the few seminal thinkers of the twentieth
century, and they have succeeded admirably. The 81 items are
divided into seventeen different groups each devoted to a
separate aspect of thought and writing; autobiography,
imaginative work, language, mathematics, epistemology, meta-
physics, philosophical history, psychology, moral philosophy,
education, politics, economics, history, east and west, religion,
science, and international affairs.
There could be no better revelation of the enormous scope of
Russell's thinking, or the depth and brilKance of his genius.
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